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In spite of urbanization and globalization India remains predominantly an agrarian economy with the rural areas still accounting for more than 70 per cent of our population. 60 per cent of our population is still dependent on agriculture for its livelihood. A substantial part of our GDP comes from agriculture sector, surge in industry and services sectors notwithstanding. From the First Five Year Plan onwards, the Government has made sustained efforts towards ameliorating the condition of the rural poor. The focus continues and the 11th Five Year Plan which has laid great emphasis on achieving the goal of inclusive growth. Programs like National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) reiterate Government’s firm commitment to create a brighter and vibrant India with better opportunities for rural India.

The Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi laid great emphasis on rural reconstruction and advocated the brilliant vision of Nai Talim. Subsequently, many rural institutes came up with the objective of revitalizing the rural society and the economy. In the new era, there is a continued need to take a fresh look at these institutes in order to create a sustainable rural society.

In this backdrop, National Council of Rural Institutes (NCRI), Hyderabad, an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD), in association with People’s Institute for Development and Training (PIDT), a national level voluntary non-Government development organization engaged in holistic development of rural communities in five States of India along with Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan is organizing an Eastern Region Round Table on 29th July, 2008. The theme of the Round Table is: Envisioning Rural Institutes and Higher Education.

The Round Table will provide an opportunity for dialogue among policymakers, educationists, constructive workers and organizations in the context of challenges and opportunities with reference to Rural India today.Among other things, the Round Table will discuss:

· Vision plan – the framework and specific steps – setting out future priorities of NCRI.

· Developing benchmarks and evaluation plan and metrics.

· Identification of action research programs.

· Strategies for flagship programs proposed 

· (a) teachers’ training (focus on children)

·  (b) peace and conflict resolution (youth focus). Specific areas and methodologies of intervention by NCRI 

· (c) micro planning (PR institutions focus).

· Suggestions for revival of Nai Talim (modifications, if any, to make it relevant to the present society).

· A status report and suggestions on matters pertaining to rural institutes.

· Building support basis and constituencies for policy advocacy for design of programs on Gandhian lines.

· Sponsoring studies on Gandhian Institutions and Rural Institutes (issues relating to replication of successful Gandhian Institutions and rural Institutes).

· Need for change in the objectives of NCRI, if any.

· Action research on promotion of non-formal education campaigns.

· Proposals aimed at creating an impact on public policies based on research carried out on rural development – cull out the best practices and convey them to the policy makers in an effective manner.  

· Identify and encourage demand-driven field-oriented courses with an extension component to be taken up by Rural Institutes

· Identify specific areas for networking by Rural Institutes.

After successful completion of the program of Round Tables, NCRI will kick start the process of consolidation, networking and developing institutions engaged in propagating Gandhian basic education. 

